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Acceptance speech from Guy Canivet  

 

President, 

Your Serene Highness, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

When President Jacques Rogge called me in early 2007 and asked me to succeed Robert Badinter as a 

member of the IOC Ethics Commission, it marked the beginning of an exciting chapter in my life. 

Mr Badinter had explained to me, in considerable detail, the intentions which had led to the creation 

of the Ethics Commission in 1999 and guided the first few years of its existence under the 

chairmanship of Kéba Mbaye, who was assisted in this task by a group of prominent individuals. In 

short, the objective was to transform ethics into a governance tool of the IOC, and to entrust a 

commission – made up of an equal number of IOC Members and leading figures from outside the 

organisation – with the task of becoming the point of reference in this respect. All of this is stipulated 

in full in the Olympic Charter, the Code of Ethics, the rules that govern the Ethics Commission and 

those that establish its procedure. Last year, at your initiative, President, these rules were 

strengthened and tailored to current requirements within the framework of Olympic Agenda 2020. 

Being the traditional judge that I am, this experience taught me three things. 

The first was the importance of ethics rules within the Olympic family. Rules which are accepted, 

understood and supported by each of its members as part of belonging to the group as a whole. Such 

rules are not so much imposed as shared quite naturally, and upheld by all. A sentiment summed up 

rather beautifully in Bernanos’ Dialogues of the Carmelites: “The rules do not keep us; we are the 

ones who keep the rules.” Anyone who falls foul of the rules renounces their membership of the 

sporting elite. 

The second was the realisation that the rules contained in the Code of Ethics only make sense in the 

particular context of the Olympic Movement, its values and its organisation. Implementing these 

rules presupposes an extensive knowledge of the Olympic Movement. Applying this Code to the 

specific Olympic context is what enriches the relationship between the IOC Members and those from 

outside the organisation within the Ethics Commission.  

Lastly, I understood that the Olympic Charter and its related documents constitute a highly specific 

kind of law, both intelligent and subtle, that must be learnt and in all cases applied in order to 

safeguard the Olympic values. Such is the spirit in which these rules were established. You are 

perfectly aware of this, as you actively contributed to drafting them. 

For my part, I tried to bring to the Ethics Commission that which I had learnt in my professional 

capacity as a judge over 40 years: independent decision-making, objectivity in examining the facts of 

each case and rigour in applying both the rules that define the infractions and those that establish 

the procedure and the rights of the individual concerned. All of these principles are enshrined in the 

Code of Ethics, and must be applied. 

It has been my great pleasure to perform such duties over 10 years, during which time I have been 

sincerely welcomed into the Olympic family, helped to safeguard the superior values of sport and 

met some exceptional people. 
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I am grateful to the Olympic Movement for all of this. I would like to thank you, President, and also 

the Executive Board for the trust you placed in me, in both appointing me and subsequently 

renewing my term of office; and I wish to thank all those with whom I have worked: my Ethics 

Commission colleagues, for our harmonious working relationship, and the members of the Ethics and 

Compliance Office, for their ability, energy and dedication. 

All good things, however, come to an end. As I informed you towards the end of last year, I have 

been obliged to stand down for personal reasons. This was a decision taken only after much 

reflection and with profound regret – indeed, following a veritable crisis of conscience – and because 

it seemed to be the only one possible. I have been extremely moved by your understanding in this 

matter. You not only listened to me, you helped me as well.  

I am very touched by this great honour that you are bestowing on me today, which is testament to 

our spirit of friendship and solidarity. I shall always feel a close affinity with the IOC. You can count on 

my dedication and commitment. Let me assure you that I will wear this distinction with great pride, 

knowing that I have been a part of the IOC Ethics Commission. 

  

 


